
SUPPORTING SECONDARY STUDENTS AND PARENTS IN THE RETURN TO SCHOOL 
At the OCDSB, we are looking forward to welcoming students and staff safely back to in-
person learning in September 2021. We know that for some families, the return to in-person 
learning may be challenging. The Ottawa-Carleton Virtual School is an option that families can 
consider. Here is some information and thoughts for consideration as you determine the best 
learning path for the 2021-2022 school year. 

Secondary Quick Comparison 

IN-PERSON LEARNING VIRTUAL LEARNING

• All secondary programs will be offered

• COVID-19 safety procedures in place 
- distancing, masks, hand washing, 
protective equipment for staff

• Quadmester/octomester model

• Students will be cohorted (A-B)

• Daily schedule and number of courses 
per day to be determined

• Incremental resumption of regular 
operations as possible based on 
health guidance.

• Full selection of courses in each  
grade level,

• District programs including 
Secondary High Skills Majors, 
Advanced Placement, International 
Baccalaureate (IB), and Arts 
Canterbury not offered virtually.

• 225 live online minutes (synchronous) 
instruction/day

• Students may be connected 
with physical schools for some 
opportunities

• Daily schedule and number of 
courses/day to be determined

THE STUDENT AS A LEARNER
Does the student learn better in an online environment or in-person? Although many 
aspects of learning can be replicated in an online environment, the social development, peer 
interactions, informal interactions can be quite different. 

Think about the student’s learning style, their relationships and their need for social 
interaction. What was their experience this past school year? Consider whether their learning 
and social needs can best be met in-person or virtually. 

PARENTAL SUPPORT FOR LEARNING
Parental support is always important to learning. Learning in OCV requires greater parental 
support during the school day, even for secondary students. Students can struggle to be 
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engaged especially with some of the distractions present in their home environment. 

Families should consider their schedule and availability to help students with their learning 
and access to technology needs, but also to help them manage their time and stay on task.

YEAR LONG COMMITMENT
We’re planning for the full school year with as few transitions as possible. Large scale 
movements of students between in-person and virtual learning can cause significant 
disruptions to many students, even those who are not changing learning modes themselves. 
Therefore, mid-year changes will be extremely limited; only under the most extenuating 
circumstance would a move from virtual to in-person or vice-versa be considered, and this 
would be space permitting. 

Families should determine which learning option best meets their needs for the entire school year.

PROGRAMS
All secondary students, including OCV, will be able to access the core programs that are 
common to all in-person secondary schools including English and French Immersion and 
access to courses in the three program pathways: locally developed/workplace, applied, 
college preparation, university preparation. Specialized or system programs such as 
Secondary High Skills Majors (SHSM), Advanced Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate 
(IB), Arts Canterbury etc will only be available through in-person schools. 

Consider the student’s current program and how it meets their needs, and what impact, if any, 
a change in program might have.

SYNCHRONOUS SCREEN TIME
Students will use technology in both in-person learning and in OCV. Virtual learning is based 
on synchronous learning and that requires more screen time. Students in OCV must complete 
a fixed number of daily online minutes of learning.

There will be 225 minutes of synchronous learning per instructional day, in addition to 
completing homework, assignments and other asynchronous learning largely online. Families 
selecting the OCV are committing to these daily minutes of learning. 

There will not be any synchronous opt out. Families should consider how students learn, the 
capacity to work independently, ability to maintain focus for shorter or longer periods and 
whether and how the learner is affected by extended screen time.

TECHNOLOGY
Students opting to learn virtually will need to be comfortable using technology to access 
and engage in learning and will need access to internet connectivity and a suitable Google 
compatible device, i.e. Chromebook, laptop, etc. Students who cannot access a device of 
their own can request to borrow a Chromebook. 

Families should consider the student’s comfort level using technology for their learning and 
the capacity to support technology issues during the school day. 



SPECIALISED PROGRAM CLASSES
We have learned that we are best able to provide support for specialised program students 
in an in-person model. Specialised program classes (both special education and ELD) will be 
offered in-person only. Families of students presently enrolled in specialized program classes 
who select OCV will be integrated into the regular classroom with support through EA/LST/
LRT as per their Individual Education Plan, or through ESL/E support. 

CONNECTION WITH HOME SCHOOL
Students learning virtually will be registered with OCV, and will join with other OCV students 
across their family of schools to create an OCV community of learners. Where possible, efforts 
will be made to allow students to remain connected to their home school through the regular 
sharing of information and updates about what is happening in the home school and possibly 
through special events. Graduating students will have the opportunity to participate in 
commencement ceremonies and other celebrations with their peers in their home school.

Families should consider their connection to the school community and whether that is a 
factor in their decision about learning for the 2021-2022 school year.

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
As the school year begins there will likely be limited opportunities for in-person clubs, teams 
and events in any of our schools. Students and staff are encouraged to pursue virtual and 
online opportunities. Should school teams begin to be reintroduced we will look at ways to 
possibly extend these opportunities to students in OCV.

Families should consider their child’s extra-curricular interests and how those needs can be 
addressed outside of the school. 

SCHOOL DAY
Like our in-person schools, the specific school day and daily schedule for secondary OCV is 
yet to be determined, but once it is, it will be shared with students/parents/guardians.

COMPLETE THE FORM
Between March 4th and 14th, the school will send a form by email. Please complete one form 
for each child and return by 11:59 p.m. on March 14th.


